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	Lesson Idea/Topic and Rational/Relevance: 
	Students will understand the concept of balance and blend and be able to apply the concepts learned at least 30% of the time in warm ups and when singing their pieces. 

Balance & Blend is relevant for several reasons. By understanding balance and blend students will transfer these skills and understand that listening and responding are essential parts of communication and connection. Additionally, students will understand that listening and responding are important in the functioning of community. 

	Student Profile: 
	This is the beginning treble choir where the students range in age from 15-18 years of age. The students background in singing in an ensemble ranges from 0 to 3 years. There are only several students who are advanced musicians. 85% of the students have never played another instrument and have never taken music lessons. 


Content Standard(s) addressed by this lesson:
(Write Content Standards directly from the standard)


1:2 Expression of Music: perform music accurately and expressively demonstrating self-evaluation and personal interpretation
1:3 Expression of Music: Synthesize multiple sources of feedback to develop and implement personal practice cycles to refine performance.

Understandings:  This is relevant for several reasons. By understanding balance and blend students will transfer these skills and understand that listening and responding are essential parts of communication and connection. Additionally, students will understand that listening and responding are important in the functioning of community.
Inquiry Questions:  (Essential questions relating knowledge at end of the unit of instruction, select applicable questions from standard)
1. How do different interpretations and application of expressive elements impact performance?

2. How do musicians make meaningful connections between creating, performing, and responding?
3. How do musicians apply effective strategies to consistently improve technique?

4. How do individual musicians adjust their performance practices when performing with others?
5. Why do performers need to evaluate themselves?
6. How does self-evaluation strengthen performance during the course of preparation?

Evidence Outcomes:  (Learning Targets)
Every student will be able to: Understand the concept of balance and blend. All students will be able to apply the concepts learned at least 30% of the time in warmups and in their pieces.
I can: Hear other voices and sections in the ensemble. I understand when other sections or my own section should sing with a louder dynamic. 
This means: I can apply the concept of balance and blend at least 30% of the time in warm-ups and when singing our concert/performance music. 
List of Assessments:  
1. Formative
a. Observation- T. will observe through listening, to hear if students are able to find balance in the ensemble
b. Students will self-assess whether they are hearing other voices in the ensemble
c. Students will self-assess whether they understand the concept of balance and blend

Planned Lesson Activities
	Name and Purpose of Lesson

	Balance and Blend


	Co-Teaching 
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Will co-teaching models be utilized in this lesson?   Yes ___   No ___


	Which model(s) will be used?                          
Why did you choose this model(s) and what are the teachers’ roles?
 

	Approx. Time and Materials
	90 minutes


	Anticipatory Set

	The strategy I intend to use is: Name the Objective and Ask students to Repeat the Objective
I am using this strategy here because: Focus attention to the objective


	Procedures

	The strategy I intend to use is: a combination of Modeling, Teacher Feedback, Unguided/Guided Practice, Questioning Strategies
I am using this strategy here because: I am using a combination of strategies to help all learners understand the concepts of balance and blend in different ways. I also believe the combination of strategies will help students with the flow of teacher guided to individual understanding. 


	
	Teacher Actions
	Student Actions
	Data Collected

	
	I. T. will state objective and ask st. to repeat objective

II. Warm ups-

a. Hum descending 5th
b. I love to sleep (remind students of keeping vowels nice & tall, space in vocal tract) (Can all students hear eachother?) (Have different sections be the Loudest.) (Have various sections be more airy, less airy sing with different vowels…) (T. will provide feedback)
c. Mah me mi mo mu 

(listen for other people) (ask individual people to stand out be singing more airy, less airy, loud, too soft, terrible vowels…) (T. will provide feedback)

d. T. will ask students to individually think and then describe differences between good balance/blend vs. poor balance & blend 

III. Solfege & Sight Singing (T. will provide feedback on balance & blend)
IV. Schule Aroon

a. Review Language

b. Review Parts Soprano (loop) add in 2nds (loop) add altos 1x

c. Most important vocal part at measure beginning of 8?

d. Again make sure sopranos sing louder & lower parts back off-

e. Most important part at 18?

f. Language * 17

g. Parts Sop, 2nd sing together, altos

h. Most important from 17-18? & repeat with most important part standing out

i. Most important part at 32 bottom of pg. 6 repeat & bring out (review rhythm & pitches as needed)

j. T. will have st. move to different places, spread out, and sing closer together, in an arc, in a line, in circles so that students can hear from different perspectives & determine which one is the best.

k. Sing from beginning until ending
V. Morning
     a.    Review pitches & rhythms for sopranos on both sections

     b.   Simultaneously Altos will figure out who has most important part & present info to rest of class

     c.   Sing entire piece
     d.   Record & St. will rate their balance & blend/define what they can do better 

VI. Praise 

a. Review middle top of pg. 2

b. Review ending

c. Explain how repeat will work

d. Explain which part in chord should be brought out

e. St. sing entire piece
VII. T. will ask the students to get together in sections & define balance/blend in 7 words or less
	I. St. will repeat objective

II. Through warm ups, st. will understand balance and blend by comparing when sections or individuals stand out and when they don’t stand out. St. will describe differences between good vs. poor balance blend
III. Students apply good balance/blend to solfege and sight singing 

IV. St. will understand who has most important part & respond 

V. Students will understand and apply information of balance/blend
VI. Praise St. will understand and apply balance & blend 

VII. St. will get together in sections and define balance & blend in 7 words or less
	II. T. Observation

III. Observation

	Closure

	The strategy I intend to use is: Section Exit Tickets 7 words or less
I am using this strategy here because: Each section (group) will be able to define what they learned in their own terms. Group work will take the pressure off the students. I believe this strategy will work best since this concept of balance and blend is new to students. 


	Differentiation  


	Modifications: 

	Content
	Process
	Product
	Environment

	
	Extensions:


	
	
	
	

	Assessment


	Formative:

Observation
Self-Evaluation

Exit Tickets



Post Lesson Reflection
1.  To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize assessment data to justify your level of achievement)
2.  What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again?

3. What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, reteach content, etc.)
4. If you used co-teaching, would you use the same co-teaching strategy for this lesson if you were to teach it again? Were there additional co-teaching strategies used during the lesson not planned for initially? Please explain.

Lesson Plan Appendix

Lesson Idea/Topic and Rational/Relevance: What are you going to teach and why is this lesson of importance to your students? How is it relevant to students of this age and background?
Student Profile: Write a narrative about your learners. What are their special needs? Exceptionalities? Giftedness? Alternative ways of learning? Maturity? Engagement? Motivation?

Name and Purpose of Lesson: Should be a creative title for you and the students to associate with the activity. Think of the purpose as the mini-rationale for what you are trying to accomplish through this lesson.  
Co-Teaching: Models – One teach/One observe, One teach/One assist, Station teaching, Parallel teaching, Alternative/Differentiated/Supplemental teaching, Team teaching. 
Approx. Time and Materials: How long do you expect the activity to last and what materials will you need?
Anticipatory Set: The “hook” to grab students’ attention. These are actions and statements by the teacher to relate the experiences of the students to the objectives of the lesson, To put students into a receptive frame of mind.

· To focus student attention on the lesson.

· To create an organizing framework for the ideas, principles, or information that is to follow (advanced organizers)

An anticipatory set is used any time a different activity or new concept is to be introduced.
Procedures: Include a play-by-play account of what students and teacher will do from the minute they arrive to the minute they leave your classroom. Indicate the length of each segment of the lesson. List actual minutes.
Indicate whether each is:

· teacher input

· modeling

· questioning strategies

· guided/unguided:

· whole-class practice

· group practice

· individual practice

· check for understanding

· other

Closure: Those actions or statements by a teacher that are designed to bring a lesson presentation to an appropriate conclusion. Used to help students bring things together in their own minds, to make sense out of what has just been taught. “Any Questions? No. OK, let’s move on” is not closure. Closure is used:
· To cue students to the fact that they have arrived at an important point in the lesson or the end of a lesson.

· To help organize student learning
· To help form a coherent picture and to consolidate.
Differentiation: To modify: If the activity is too advanced for a child, how will you modify it so that they can be successful?  To extend: If the activity is too easy for a child, how will you extend it to develop their emerging skills? What observational assessment data did you collect to support differentiated instruction?
Assessment (data analysis): How will you know if students met the learning targets? Write a description of what you were looking for in each assessment. How do you anticipate assessment data will inform your instruction?
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